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3309 Kerbey Lane
Austin, Texas 78703
Phone: 414-2054 Fax: 459-9047

Principal: Kris Muehling
Assistant Principal: Emily Murr

Dear Bryker Woods Families,
It is with great pride and excitement that I welcome you back to another wonderful year at Bryker Woods. I am honored to have
the opportunity to lead a school with such rich traditions.
Through my sixteen years of education, I have dedicated myself to ensuring that all students feel welcomed, loved and encouraged
to strive for their best. I will continue to bring those same beliefs to Bryker Woods. As a school, we will focus on educating the
whole child. We will ensure that all students, staff, families and community members feel safe and welcome as they walk
throughout our school. Social and Emotional Learning is a top priority and will be visible in everything we do. We will also
continue our strong tradition of STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, math) and provide enrichment classes as well as
integrate these subjects into our daily learning.
An excellent education is not possible without the great collaboration of students, parents, community and staff. Bryker Woods
is extremely fortunate to have dedicated families and community members. Our PTA provides many outstanding opportunities for
our students and faculty/staff. We encourage everyone to become involved in any way they can. Help is always appreciated!
I look forward to working with each of you and learning from this wonderful community!
Your Very Proud Principal,
Kris Muehling
Twitter @BWPanthers
SCHOOL HISTORY AND FACTS

SCHOOL MISSION

Bryker Woods Elementary School will turn 80 years old on September
18, 2019. It was built in 1939 and has served our community
continually since that time. It has been a regular elementary school, a
science magnet school, a school for kindergarten through 3rd grade
(paired with Campbell Elementary School for 4th through 6th grades),
and now serves students in kindergarten through 5th grade. Students
attending our school live in all parts of the city--approximately 5%
attend Bryker Woods on a transfer basis.

The mission of Bryker Woods Elementary School is
to educate all students through an enriched, differentiated
curriculum in a cooperative manner, so that they
become successful, responsible citizens.

MOTTO: “The Best School in Our Town”
COLORS: Green and White
MASCOT: Panther
WEBSITE: www.austinisd.org/brykerwoods
PTA WEBSITE: http://www.brykerwoodspta.org/
LIVING TREE WEBSITE: https://www.livingtree.com/

BELIEF STATEMENTS
We believe:
*all children should have the best educational opportunities
*all children should be allowed to develop to their potential
emotionally, socially, academically, and physically.
*all children and teachers are entitled to a physically and emotionally
safe environment.
*children have the right to develop a role for themselves within the
school community and, ultimately, in the civic community.
*the best educational environment includes active participation by
students, teachers, families and other community members.
*all children possess special gifts, talents, skills and potential, which
must be discovered and nurtured.

OUR STAFF
Administration

Kris Muehling, Principal
Emily Murr, Assistant Principal
Katie Gee, Counselor

Fourth Grade Team

Bonnie Cross
Richard Dowell
Lorene Wallace
Mackenzie Wright

Office Staff

Ruth Hansen, Administrative Assistant
Denise Wolfe, Registrar/Attendance/PEIMS

Fifth Grade Team

Katelyn Holloway
Emily Shirey
Haley Vincent

Kindergarten Team

Allie Elkins
Deidre Morton
Jennifer Ruiz

Special Area Team

Courtney Jepson, Art
Afton Null, P.E.
Nathalie Schiele, Music

First Grade Team

Jessica Hart
Kellie Leifeste
Lauren Vienne

Specialized Staff

Meredith Dayon, Reading Specialists
Carley Kettler, Librarian
Marlene O’Keefe, STEAM Instructor

Second Grade Team

Monique Cavazos
Dawn Doga
Dee Jammal
Susan St. Germain

Special Education Team

Dee Susong
Caroline Adams

Third Grade Team

Katelyn Bostock
Erin Eichner
Michelle Noid
Alex Rodgers

Cafeteria Team

Tammy Wooley
Alicia Garcia

Custodial Team

Josh Charles
Paula Arellano
Pete Sanchez

Important Information
ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL TIMES & PROCEDURES
7:15 am Students may enter the building, all students report to the cafeteria
7:35 amFirst bell rings to dismiss students to class
7:40 amMonday & Friday: Morning Assembly
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: Class begins
*Tuesday Assembly if Monday is a holiday
The building is accessible to students beginning at 7:15 a.m. daily. Students must enter the building through the front doors only
and then proceed to the cafeteria. They may eat breakfast, read, or visit with friends. Students are not allowed in any other
areas of the building between 7:15 and 7:35 a.m. unless they are with a teacher, nor are they allowed to stay on the playground
or other campus areas.
All students are dismissed at 2:57 p.m. daily. Bus riders board the buses on the south side of the campus on 33rd Street.
Students taken home in cars may meet their rides in front of the building or on the north side of the campus on 34th Street.
Students are not to cross 34th Street except at the designated crosswalk—safety is a top priority. Students who have not been
picked up by 3:10 p.m. must go to the office where they will wait for their rides.
After-school plans with friends and others should be made prior to coming to school that day. Students are not permitted to use
the telephone to get permission for unanticipated plans and activities.
*Please respect our neighbors and businesses by not parking in their driveway or parking lots.
ATTENDANCE
There is a direct correlation between good attendance and success in school--and later in life, too! Please do all that you can to
ensure that your child is at school each day. Illness, family emergencies, and other unavoidable reasons for absences are
understandable. Vacations, extended trips, and other recreational activities, which can be scheduled during holidays or during
the summer, should be avoided during instructional days.
When a student is going to be absent, AISD policy requires that the parent call the school office to notify the Bryker Woods
Attendance Clerk. Please call (512) 414-2054 before 10:00 a.m. or send an email concerning your child’s absence to
denise.wolfe@austinisd.org. All notes should be submitted directly to our attendance clerk in the office. All notes are required
within 2 days of the student return date.
Students are expected to attend school regularly and to arrive punctually. Official attendance is taken at 10:00 a.m. daily. To
be considered “present” for the day, a student must be physically present on campus at this time. If a student is not present at
10:00 a.m. the student is not counted absent if he/she arrives at or returns to school later and has a note from a medical
professional indicating that the absence was due to a doctor’s appointment. Certain religious practices and holidays also may
allow a student to miss school without being considered absent. A note from the parent is required when a student is eligible for
participation in such holidays. These attendance requirements are in compliance with district and state regulations.

If a student must be absent for more than two (2) consecutive days, the parent or student may ask the teacher(s) for make-up
work which can be sent home. Otherwise, the student will be expected to work with the teacher(s) to complete missed work
upon returning to school. If possible, please make arrangements with the classroom teacher to pick up missed work beforehand.
AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAMS
There are many afterschool programs at Bryker Woods. Whether your child wants to show off their creative edge in Creative
Action, throw out some kicks and punches with Kula Karate, or go get busy in the kitchen with Sticky Fingers, there is something
for everyone! Check out the following web address for all the info you need. https://brykerwoodsafterschool.weebly.com/
CAFETERIA
Breakfast and lunch are available to all students on a daily basis. Some students are eligible for free or reduced price meals. This
is based on total household income and number of household members. Please complete an application to determine whether
your child is eligible.
STUDENT MEAL PRICES:

Breakfast: $1.50

Lunch: $3.00

ADULT MEAL PRICES: Breakfast: $2. 25 Lunch: $3.85
Breakfast is served from 7:15 a.m. until 7:35 a.m. each school day. Milk purchased without a meal costs 65¢. Various snack
items are also available during lunch times and are priced individually. Students without a lunch or money can charge account up
to 3 full meals (combination of breakfast and lunch). All students enrolled with AISD have an account.
Students may pay daily or in advance for any amount you choose. Students are assigned four-digit codes that they enter on a
keypad when they eat breakfast or lunch. It is through this system that account balances are maintained for parents who wish to
pay in advance. Any money should be sent to school in an envelope with your child’s name, teacher’s name, and amount of money,
date, and an indication of what the money is for.
The cafeteria accepts CASH ONLY if you wish to pay in person. Austin ISD nutrition and Food services is now offering
SchoolCafe.com, a new service you may use to prepay for your child’s school breakfast, lunch, and a la carte food items using
your credit or debit card.
Why Should I Visit www.SchoolCafe.com?
• Enrolling and funding is simple and completed online.
• Once your account is established, you can check
balances, view student purchases, spending limits, and fund
your child’s account from your computer, phone or fax.
• Your personal and payment card information is protected
by the most advanced internet security.
• Never have to worry about doing it again: with the
payment option, money will always be in your child’s

account. When a low balance is reached, money is
automatically deposited.
How Do I Enroll?
• Go to www.SchoolCafe.com and click ENROLL NOW to
create an account.
• You’ll also need student id, date of birth, school, and
grade.
• Provide credit card or debit card information.
• Select the A utomatic Pre-Payment Option.

In addition to our regular school and classroom rules, students are expected to abide by special “Cafeteria Rules” during their
lunch times. These are included in the appendix to this handbook.
You are always welcome to visit the cafeteria and eat lunch with your child. This is a good time for younger siblings or guests to
visit as well. Advance notice to the teacher or cafeteria staff is NOT necessary.
A student can not leave the cafeteria for lunch unless signed out by their parent. No student may leave the cafeteria unless they
are with a family member.
CAMPUS ADVISORY COUNCIL (CAC)
One venue for parent participation is through our CAC. This is an advisory group that meets once a month to discuss items of
interest to the campus and district. There are times when the CAC is asked to provide input to the district regarding various
decisions or initiatives. Typical areas of advisory are related to curriculum, instruction, budget, and staffing. For more
information you may access the CAC Guidelines at http://austinisd.org.
Agendas and meeting minutes are posted on the front doors and in the main hallway just outside the main office doorway.
All CAC meetings are open to the public, and everyone is invited to attend.
CAMPUS VISITS
Please stop by the office first whenever you visit our campus. This is important at all times except when attending morning
assembly, bringing children to school in the mornings and picking them up at dismissal time. We will use the district adopted
Raptor program to scan your driver’s license and then a personalized visitor’s badge will be issued to you.
CLASSROOM VISITS
If you wish to visit a class, please prearrange this with the teacher. We ask that you keep such visits to a minimum and stay no
longer than 30 minutes at a time. This is out of courtesy to our teachers. The presence of individuals other than teachers and
students in the classroom can change the dynamics of the environment. We want to ensure the greatest possible learning time
while your children are at school.
COMMUNICATION BETWEEN SCHOOL & HOME
Our teachers use a variety of communication methods to stay in touch with our students’ parents and guardians. Please check
with your child’s teachers to determine the means of communication that works best for you and them. Whenever you have
questions or concerns, first contact the individuals with whom the issue resides. For example, if you are worried about something
that occurred in the classroom, please allow the teacher the opportunity to respond before involving others. Of course, you are
encouraged to contact Bryker Woods administration about school-wide issues or other concerns that cannot be resolved at
another level.

Monday Folders: Teachers send a weekly folder home with each student at the beginning of each school week. The Monday folder
is a school-wide communication instrument between school and home.
The folder may contain a monthly class newsletter (including units/topics of study, skills and concepts that have been or will be
introduced, class events, activities, etc.), student work, and a calendar of school events, AISD information, PTA information, and

community communications. Parents are requested to carefully read the information in this Monday folder, and sign and return
the folder with the child the following day.

Newsletters: The principal sends out information via the Principal’s Corner, published in the PTA newsletter, on the PTA website
and on Living Tree. Individual teacher notices, letters, newsletters, and weekly or monthly calendars are also sent home and
posted on Living Tree throughout the school year. Each class or grade level will send home at least one newsletter per month.
Please check your child’s backpack on Mondays.
Parent-Teacher Conferences: Parent-teacher conferences are held throughout the year and may be initiated by parents,
guardians, teachers, or administrators. Whenever you wish to speak to a teacher or other staff member, please do not hesitate to
request a conference. District scheduled conference days are held each year on the dates indicated on the AISD calendar.
However, it is important to maintain this communication at all times, so be sure to let us know if you ever wish to meet outside
these scheduled days.
Classroom Telephones: Each teacher has a telephone in his/her classroom. Incoming phone calls during instructional time will
go directly to the teachers’ voicemail. Please do not expect teachers to answer their phones when classes are in session.
Teachers will check voicemail messages during their planning time and after school. For emergency messages, contact the school
office at 414-2054. A listing of all teachers’ individual classroom phone numbers is included in the appendix of this handbook.
● E-mail: All our teachers have school email. In most cases, the email address is the teacher’s first name, last name, and
@austinisd.org at the end (first.last@austinisd.org). You can find a complete list of the teachers’ email in the appendix
of this handbook. Parents are also encouraged to give their email address to the teachers, if desired. This will help
facilitate communication between the teacher and the parents.
Mrs. Muehling’s email is
kristina.muehling@austinisd.org. Ms. Murr’s email is emily.murr@austinisd.org.
CURRICULUM
The State Board of Education and the Texas Education Agency (TEA) develop the required curriculum in the state of Texas. The
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) are available on the TEA website.
Our district also has Curriculum Road Maps (CRM’s) that our teachers use to determine when to teach which TEKS. These are
guides that provide vital pacing suggestions as well as classroom activities. Teachers are not required to follow them verbatim
but they are expected to cover the indicated topics and skills within each nine-week grading period.
DRESS CODE
Our dress code is intended to maintain a safe, respectful, and positive learning environment as well as to model good citizenship.
All clothing should be appropriate to the student’s age, the school setting, and weather conditions. Students and
parent/guardians alike share the responsibility for the student’s attire. Below are the general guidelines set by Austin ISD. For a
complete copy of the dress code, please go to austinisd.org.
1. Basic Principle: Certain body parts must be covered for all students at all times.
● Clothes must be worn in a way such that abdomen, genitals, buttocks, breasts and nipples are fully covered with opaque
fabric.
● All items listed in the “must wear” and “may wear” categories below must meet this basic principle.

2. Students Must Wear, while following the basic principle of Section 1 above:
● A shirt (with fabric that touches the waistband in the front, back, and on the sides under the arms), AND
● Pants/jeans or the equivalent (for example, a skirt, sweatpants, leggings, a dress or shorts), AND
● Shoes.
3. Students May Wear, as long as these items do not violate Section 1 above:
● Religious headwear
● Hats facing straight forward or straight back and must allow the face and ears to be visible to staff and not interfere with
the line of sight
● Hoodie sweatshirts (wearing the hood over head is allowed, but the face and ears must be visible to school staff)
● Fitted pants, including opaque leggings, yoga pants and “skinny jeans”
● Ripped jeans, as long as underwear and buttocks are not exposed
● Tank tops, including spaghetti straps
● Halter tops
● Athletic attire
4. Students Cannot Wear:
● Violent language or images
● Images or language depicting drugs or alcohol (or any illegal item or activity) or any other substance prohibited under
FNCF(LEGAL)
● Hate speech, profanity, pornography
● Images or language that creates a hostile or intimidating environment based on any protected class or consistently
marginalized groups
● Any clothing that reveals visible undergarments (waistbands and straps excluded)
● Swimsuits (except as required in class, field trips, or athletic practice see “Extracurricular Activities”)
● Accessories that could be considered dangerous or could be used as a weapon
● Any item that obscures the face or ears (except as a religious observance)
EMERGENCY CARE INFORMATION
An Emergency Care Card must be on file for each child. All telephone numbers and addresses where parents, relatives, or friends
may be reached should be recorded and kept up-to-date so that contact can be made as soon as possible in the event of an
emergency. Please notify the office of any change of addresses or phone numbers.
Please know that the school office will not release a child to anyone other than those individuals listed in our data files.
Parents/guardians must notify us in writing if there are changes to this list or approved relatives, friends, and neighbors who may
transport your child to or from school. Any individuals who pick up students from school will be asked to provide identification to
verify their identity.

FIELD/STUDY TRIPS
Field and study trips are for educational purposes only. Parents/guardians will be notified in advance whenever students leave
campus for field or study trips. Permission for trips using AISD arranged transportation or walking trips is given on the
Emergency Care Card. Whenever private transportation is used, students must have a special permit and a private
transportation form signed by the parent/guardian.
FOOD & NUTRITION POLICY
Bryker Woods follows the district’s F ood and Nutrition Policy. Although strongly discouraged, a student may bring foods or
beverages of minimal nutritional value (FMNVs) from home as long as only that student consumes them.
Summary of District Regulations:
● AISD schools may not serve or provide access for students to FMNV’s
● FMNV foods and carbonated beverages may not be sold or given away on school premises by the school, or non-school
organizations (PTA groups, fundraisers, booster clubs, etc.), teachers, parents, or any other person or group during the
school day.
● A student may bring FMNV foods or beverages from home as long as the student is not selling or providing items to other
students.
● FMNV foods and beverages may not be made available to students on field trips.
● The policy does not include sports drinks, tea, or juices.
● The policy only covers prohibited carbonated beverages and foods of minimal nutritional value.
Examples of prohibited food items (FMNVs) include, but are not limited to:
●
●
●
●

Soda and carbonated beverages (Coca-Cola, Dr. Pepper, Sprite, Diet Coke, Root Beer, Mountain Dew, Pepsi Cola, etc.)
Water ices/snow cones, Slurpies, Slushies, etc. (This does not include snow cones, etc. made with 100% fruit juices.)
Chewing gum, bubble gum, Blow Pops, etc.
Certain candies and processed foods made predominantly from sweeteners or artificial sweeteners

Recommended Snacks for school include:
Animal Crackers, granola bars, graham crackers, fruit bars, nuts and seeds, baked chips, corn nuts, rice cakes, cereal/nut mix,
trail mix, plain popcorn, fresh or dried Fruit, fresh or dried vegetables, raisins, fruit flavored snacks, pretzels, beef jerky, yogurt,
or other protein sources.
GETTING TO & FROM SCHOOL
Elementary school children need the security of knowing exactly what to do when the school day is over. A message can be
relayed to a child through the school office if an emergency necessitates a change in plans. A predetermined plan should be made
for walkers on rainy days. Students who miss their bus or car pool or are not picked up by 3:10 p.m. are instructed to go to the
school office for assistance and to stay in the office until their ride arrives.
The safety of students is a top priority of parents and school staff. The school’s rules for walkers, cyclists, and drivers are of
primary importance in maintaining an accident-free environment for all of our students.

Rules for Walkers
● Cross streets with safety patrol or crossing guard
● Cross streets at corner after making sure conditions are safe
● Walk on sidewalks
● Do not talk to strangers or accept rides from strangers
● Always follow a planned, direct route to destination
● Stay with other walkers whenever possible
● Go directly home or to any other agreed-upon destination
Rules for Bike Riders
● All bicycle riders must wear helmets
● Bicycles must be walked on campus
● Bicycles must be parked and locked each day in the bicycle racks in front of the school and racks by 34th St.
● Do not talk to strangers or accept rides from strangers
● Always follow a planned, direct route to your destination
● Travel with other bike riders whenever possible
● Go directly home or to any other agreed-upon destination
Rules for Drivers
● Do not park or leave your vehicle unattended in the circle drive
● Remain in single file in the circular driveway until your child has either boarded or exited
● There should be a continuous SLOW flow of cars in the circular driveway
● Exit to the left of the line of cars in the circular driveway only after your child has boarded, and the right line is not
moving. Be sure to go SLOWLY and PAY ATTENTION to walkers, Safety Patrol members, and parent volunteers
● Bryker Woods is a “No Idle Zone”. Do not leave car motors running while waiting for your child
● Do not park in neighbors’ driveways or business parking lots
Rules for Bus Riders
● Stay in your seat
● Keep head, hands, and feet inside bus
● Do not throw objects inside the bus or out the window
● Do not eat or drink on the bus
● Be courteous
● Cooperate with the bus driver
● Keep the bus clean
● Follow all regular school rules while on the bus
● Bus driver is authorized to assign seats
Students living more than two miles from school but within the school boundaries are eligible for bus service. Other students
who live to the east of Lamar may also be eligible for this service. The school office has copies of the bus routes and designated
stops. Guests of children riding the bus must give the driver written permission from a parent or guardian, signed by the principal,
before entering the bus. The Bus Stop Finder utility is designed to help parents and students determine school bus transportation
eligibility, bus stop locations, and stop times can be found on the AISD website.

If a student violates one or more rules for riding the bus, the bus driver will report the violation to the principal. The student will
have a conference with school staff, and the student’s parents will be notified. For subsequent offenses, the student may be
suspended from the bus, the student’s parents will be notified, and the school staff will issue a written warning of consequences
for future violations.

ZAP Program
Zap is a bike, walk, and move to school program whose mission is to make walking and biking to school a way of life. Zap
(originally Boltage started in 2004) has generated over 365,000 kid powered miles to and from school, 15 million calories
burned, and saved over 640,000 pounds of carbon dioxide emissions!
We are challenging every student at Bryker Woods to move to school by biking, scootering, walking the entire way, or even
parking a few blocks from school and walking.
How Does it Work?
First you will need a ZAP rfid tag to attach to your backpack. Your tag from last year will still work. If you are new to Bryker
Woods or new to the ZAP Program, tags are available in the school office. When you arrive at school via ANY WAY but by car,
park your bike if you have one, and walk under the ZAP pole at the front entryway of the school. You will know that you’ve been
“ZAPped” when you hear a bell and see the light on the ZAP flash.
Online, your unique tag will register every trip you make using alternative transportation (other than by car)! Once students are
registered online for the ZAP program, that unique number on their tag will match up with their name, and they can keep track of
how many trips they've made. Students challenge themselves!
How Do You Register?
Once you pick up your tag from the office, parents, register your students online at https://bykerwoods.active4.me/. In order for
the ZAP Program to work properly, it is critical that all participants register. The tags are ready and will be scanned and recorded
immediately. However, they won’t be able to communicate personal participation information until the tag is registered.
GRADING & REPORTING
All teachers will follow the policies and procedures of the Austin Independent School District as they devise grading and
reporting procedures for their students. You may receive more specific information regarding these procedures by conferring
directly with your child’s teacher(s). General information for each grade level follows.

Kindergarten, 1st Grade, & 2nd Grade
At these primary grade levels, a numerical grading system is used on the report cards. The numbers and corresponding
performance are as follows:
Advanced: 4
Skilled: 3
Basic Understanding: 2
Needs Improvement: 1

In 3rd through 5th grades, the letter grades A, B, C, D and F, as set forth on the scale below, will be used to reflect academic
achievement in each subject area. Plus (+) and minus (-) may also be used with the grades of A, B, and C.
GRADE
A--Excellent
98 -100
94 – 97
90 - 93
B--Good
88 – 89
84 – 87
80 – 83
C--Fair
78 – 79
74 - 77
70 – 73
D-- Failing
F--Failing

NUMERICAL RANGE
(90-100)
A+
A
A(80-89)
B+
B
B(70-79)
C+
C
C(59-69)
(69 & below)

Specific traits that will be assessed under “Personal Development” are included on the actual report card. The following scale
will be used to indicate a student’s performance in these areas:
• 4 - Consistently
• 3 - Frequently • 2 - Occasionally
• 1 – Rarely
Report cards will be sent home every nine weeks and parents must sign and return the report envelope to school. Any student
with a failing average (below 70) Progress Report approximately halfway through the nine weeks grading period or at any other
time when a grade has dropped significantly. The report cards will be electronically formatted.
You may follow your child’s progress on the AISD website “Parent Connection”.
HOMEWORK
Each grade level has its own Homework Policy t hat will be shared with students and parents/guardians early in the school year.
Homework may be used to help students strengthen previously learned skills or material or to complete long-term projects.
Stages of child development are considered when determining appropriate homework assignments. While there is no hard and
fast rule regarding homework, you can generally expect your child to spend no more than 10 minutes per night in 1st grade, 20
minutes in 2nd grade, 30 minutes in 3rd, and so on. The amount of time, of course, may vary to some extent from day to day.
Independent or shared reading may also be required in addition to these suggested times. If homework ever becomes an area of
concern for you and your child, be sure to talk to your child’s teacher. We do not want our policies to present problems at home
for families with busy lives, but we also want to provide the expected and needed level of rigor for our students.

LEAVING SCHOOL DURING THE DAY
Any student leaving our campus during school hours must be signed out by the parent or designated adult in the main office.
Please do not go directly to a child’s classroom. Students will be released only to parents/guardians or other adults who are on
the official emergency card. We need written permission from the parent or guardian if other individuals are to take students
from school. Persons who are picking up students must provide identification in the office upon request.
LIBRARY SERVICES
In addition to working with our students and their teachers on a regular basis, our librarian also allows parents and families to
check out books from the school library. Parents may check out up to 5 books at one time. Check with our librarian, Carly
Kettler, for more information about library hours and how to obtain a family library card.
LOST & FOUND
When items are found at school they will be placed in the “Lost and Found” located inside the doorway leading to the stage .
Children and parents are asked to check this area for items that are lost. After a few weeks, unclaimed items are donated to a
local charitable organization. Notice of such a donation will be posted on LivingTree in case a last-minute search through any
lost-and-found items by students or parents is desired. Please label all belongings, and we will do our best to return lost items to
the proper owners.
MEDICAL ALERTS
All teachers care about the health of their students. Notes from parents about special health concerns, extended or severe
illness, allergies, or the need for temporary restriction of physical activities will help us do a better job. Students with
communicable diseases (e.g., chicken pox, pink eye, strep throat, etc.) are not allowed to attend school until the disease is no
longer a threat to other students. If your child has a fever of 100.0 or higher, he/she must be sent home and cannot return to
school until the temperature returns to normal for 24 hours without the use of fever reducing medication. Also, if your child has
been vomiting the night before or the morning of class, please keep him/her home.
MEDICATION
Only those medications that are necessary for a student's medical care and need to be given during school hours will be
administered at school. When a student's medicine must be stored and administered at school, Texas Education Agency code
requires that:
1) Medication must be in its original container, labeled with the student's name, name of medication, directions for
administration and current date. Prescription medicine must have the doctor's name on the label and doctor must be licensed in
Texas. Non-prescription medicine must have the student's name hand written on the container.
2) Parent must complete the Authorization of Medication at School form with directions for administration that do not conflict
with instructions on the medication label. Forms are available in the Health Room and also on the AISD website (Parents>Health
Services>Forms).
Medication that is needed for conditions such as asthma, diabetes or serious allergic reactions may be kept in the Health Room
after the parent and doctor complete specific forms. Over the counter, non-prescription medications that are taken daily for
more than two weeks must be accompanied by a doctor's order. If there is a change in dose or frequency of a medication, a new
parent permission form must be completed and a doctor's written order must be given to the school nurse. This order may be

faxed to the school. Medications that cannot be identified in the "Physician's Desk Reference" cannot be given at school. This
includes medicine from other countries, herbs, dietary supplements, homeopathic medications, loose medicine in envelopes or
baggies and different kinds of pills in a single container.
MONEY AT SCHOOL
When it is necessary to send money to school, we request that it be placed in an envelope with the child’s name along with a note
indicating what the money is for. District policy prohibits the buying or selling of any items on a school campus unless it is
related to an approved fundraiser or event sponsored by the school or PTA. Items and/or money for such “private sales” or
exchanges are not to be brought to school.
MORNING CLASSROOM ROUTINE
As required by state law, our students recite the pledge of allegiance to both the U.S. and Texas flags. In addition, we also
observe a minute of silence each morning. This is also required by state law and is a time during which students may pray,
meditate, reflect on the day ahead, or simply sit still and quietly. Students are not to interfere with others during this time.
PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION (PTA)
Bryker Woods PTA is a very active body and is involved in many aspects of our school life. Your membership and participation
are encouraged and appreciated. Bryker Woods has a goal of 100% parent and teacher membership.
The PTA publishes a monthly newsletter, which outlines recent events, upcoming plans, etc. The PTA Executive Board meets
monthly, with General Sessions held throughout the year. We welcome your participation at meetings and the many events
sponsored/coordinated by our PTA.
PTA helps organize volunteers in and around the school. There are MANY ways to volunteer at Bryker Woods. First, complete
the Volunteer training, and then find the right fit for you. Would you like to drop by every week and help in the lunchroom?
Shelve books in the library? Spend one hour a month in the workroom? Or a day at the Science Fair? We can find a way to work
within any schedule limitations. Check out the PTA website for Volunteer Information a nd find the right spot for you.
PARENT CLOUD
In AISD, parents are able to access all their student's educational information in one place: the Parent Cloud.
Parents/Guardians can access TEAMS Parent Self-Serve and Online Registration via the AISD P arent Cloud. Note: Currently,
only users listed as Parent/Guardian contact types in TEAMS will be able to access Parent Self-Serve via the Parent Cloud. If
you are a parent/guardian, but are unable to associate a student to your Parent Cloud account using the account creation screen,
please contact call the Parent Technology Support Help Line at 512-414-9187.
Parent Self-Serve is the portal that allows parents to view their child's attendance and grades. In addition, parents can set
notification alerts if they want to receive emails when their child has been marked absent or has a missing assignment.
NOTE: Credentials for Parent Self-Serve are the same user ID and password used to access the Parent Cloud.
PARKING
Please do not park or leave cars unattended in the circular drive. This area needs to remain accessible for drop-off and pick-up of
students. You may park along 34th Street. Please do not park in the Faculty and Staff parking lot.

We want to maintain a good relationship with our neighbors, too. Please do not block any driveways on any street, and be sure to
heed any designated “No Parking” areas. Look for signs or painted curbs to indicate such areas. Nearby business parking lots
are not for our use. Space must be available for the customers or clients of these businesses. Be aware that vehicles may be
towed at owner’s expense if they are left in “No Parking” areas. Thank you for your assistance with these traffic issues.
PARTIES (CLASS, BIRTHDAY, ETC.)
Class parties will be held only three times during the school year: Winter Holiday (December), Valentine's Day (on or near
February 14th) and End-of-Year (May).
Homeroom parents help with the parties and happily accept help from any other parents in the class. Birthday parties for
students are not allowed during instructional time. The District provides guidance to campuses requiring that birthday and/or
school celebrations shall not occur in the cafeteria during meal serving time. Such events may take place at the end of the school
day after the last scheduled class or after school. If you would like to bring a treat or small token for each student in your child’s
class, please have the items individually wrapped/packaged so they may be passed out as students leave at the end of the day.
PLEASE NOTE: Invitations to parties are not to be distributed at school unless the whole class is invited.
PERMANENT RECORDS/CUMULATIVE FOLDERS
An active record of each student’s progress is kept at school in his/her cumulative folder. These records remain in the district
after graduation. Colleges, prospective employers, or even the individual may desire information from the cumulative folder.
Parents who wish to view their child’s permanent records have the right to do so and need to contact the office to arrange this.
PRINCIPAL’S COFFEE
Each month Ms. Muehling hosts a Principal’s Coffee focused on informing parents of important happenings around the school and
district. This is a time for parents and administration to meet, share information, and ask questions.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES
Students are expected to have the necessary supplies for school each day. These supplies should be clearly labeled unless the
teacher has asked that they not be marked individually. A supply list is available from your child’s teacher or the school office.
Please check your child’s supplies periodically and replenish when needed. If assistance is needed with acquiring school
supplies, the parent should notify the school counselor at 414-7198.
SPECIAL AREAS
Special Area classes include Art, Music, and P.E.. Students will attend one class per day on a rotating schedule. We call this
schedule the ABC schedule. It is important for students to know what class they will attend each day so they can make the
appropriate clothing choices. Special Areas teachers also have special events, like a Peacefest. Peacefest is a reward each nine
weeks for classes that show respect and teamwork during Special Area classes. In addition, our Special Areas teachers are the
leads on some of the most prized BW traditions, such as 5th Grade Musical, AxBW, Family Dance Night, and Water Days.

SPECIAL EVENTS
We have many “Special Events” each year, including Meet the Teacher, Tears and Cheers, Back to School Night, Thanksgiving
Lunch, Spelling Bee, Book Fair, Science Fair, and many more! Information about these events will be communicated through
Living Tree, Monday Folders, and the PTA website. We hope you can join us!
SPIRIT DAYS
The last Friday of every month we have “spirit days” on campus for the students and staff. They might include Hawaiian Shirt
Day, crazy hat day, pajama day or college jersey day. Check your child’s Monday folder or Living Tree for these special events.
STUDENT DIRECTORY
Each year the PTA prints a directory of student phone numbers and addresses. The directory contains the name of each student
by grade and class and his/her address and telephone number. Each family is provided with a free copy of the directory upon
joining the PTA. These are distributed in the fall to the oldest child who is a student at Bryker Woods. Additional copies are
available for a small fee.
If you do not wish for your family’s information to be included in this directory, be sure that you have so indicated on your child’s
Student Participation and Release Information form, which was completed at the time of registration. This information is in the
school office if you need to check.
TARDIES (LATE ARRIVALS)
When children are habitually late in arriving at school, this poses a real disruption to his/her education. The late student misses
introductory remarks and activities and is not a part of the opening instruction. Therefore, please do all that you can to make
sure that students arrive on time on a daily basis.
TEXTBOOKS & LIBRARY BOOKS
It is the responsibility of the school to issue, collect, care for, and account for all state-adopted textbooks and library books.
Students are responsible for lost or damaged books. The student and parents/guardians are responsible for paying for any
textbooks or library books that are lost, damaged, or destroyed. Prices established by the district or state will be charged.
TOYS & OTHER PERSONAL ITEMS
Parent and student cooperation in limiting the amount of unnecessary items such as toys, electronic games, sunglasses, etc., is
greatly appreciated by our teachers and administration. These personal belongings often interfere with the learning process and
can be the source of arguments, disagreements and even loss or theft. The school is not responsible for any such items brought to
school.
Teachers will notify students of appropriate times to bring special items to school for “Show & Tell” or other class activities.
Personal items should be clearly labeled with the owner’s name. Items with high monetary or emotional value should always be
left at home.

Cell Phone Policy:
Students are welcome to bring phones to school. All phones must remain in backpacks with ringers off, unless otherwise
indicated by an adult. Students caught using phones at inappropriate times will receive one warning. On the second offence, the
student’s phone will be turned into the office and must be retrieved by a parent or guardian. On the 3rd and following offences, a
fee of $25 will be charged to retrieve the phone.

VOLUNTEERS (PARENTS & OTHERS)
One of the best ways to contribute to our school is by helping our PTA with the many initiatives, programs, activities and special
events that they sponsor and coordinate. Opportunities are communicated throughout the year via e-mail and PTA newsletter.
Teachers have varying levels of parent volunteer activities in their classrooms. Please check with your child’s teacher to find out
what opportunities may be available for you to volunteer both in the classroom and in other ways.
All volunteers must sign in at the office and put on a Visitor’s Badge when visiting/volunteering.
WITHDRAWALS AND TRANSFERS
When parents/guardians wish to withdraw a child from school, they should contact our school office at least 24 hours prior to
the date of withdrawal. Before a student can be cleared to withdraw or transfer to another school, he/she must return all
textbooks and library books.
School records will be sent to the receiving school upon request from that school.

